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 Syllabus (2025-Winter) 
 

Course Title Special Topics in Korean Economy Course No.  

Credit 2 credits Hours 30 Hours 

Class Time 
Classroom 

Mon to Fri 
Classroom TBA 

Instructor 
Name   Jai Sheen MAH Department  International Studies 

E-mail   jsmah@ewha.ac.kr Phone   

Office Hours 
Office Location 

 

 

I. Course Overview 
 
1. Course Description 
This course addresses the characteristics of the Korean economy, such as its export orientation, heavy 
reliance on large companies, and dependence on the technology-intensive industries. 
 
2. Prerequisites 
Introduction to Economics or its equivalent (recommended) 
 
3. Course Format 

 
4. Course Objectives 
The objective of this class is to familiarize students with the main characteristics of the Korean economy, 
such as its export orientation, heavy reliance on large companies, and the important role of technology-
intensive industries. 
 
5. Evaluation Systems 
 
☐ Relative evaluation ☐ Absolute evaluation (for Ewha International Summer College students only) ☐ Others   
 

Midterm Final Quizzes Presentation Projects Assignments Participation Others 

0% 50% 0% 15% 0% 10% 25% % 

 

II. Course Materials and Additional Readings 
 
1. Required Materials 
Selected articles 
 

Lecture Discussion/Presentation Assignments Activities Other 

70% 30% % % % 
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2. Supplementary Materials 
Krugman and Wells(KW), Economics; articles. 
 
3. Optional Additional Readings 
 
III. Course Schedule  
 

Day Date Topics & Class Materials, Assignments 

Day 1 (12/26) Korea’s trade patterns (KW, Chapters 1and 2)  

Day 2 (12/29) Korea’s labor market and Korean won exchange rate (KW, Chapters 3-5) 

Day 3 (12/30) 
Comparing two Koreas; agricultural sector; taxes (KW, Chapters 6 and 11);  
cultural industry 

Day 4 (12/31) Main industries; inequality; national production (KW, Chapters 19 and 21) 

Day 5 (1/2) Composition of national production; unemployment and inflation (KW, Chapters 22-23) 

Day 6 (1/5) 
Economic growth; stock market; money market (Chapters 24-25);  
Korean economy until 1945 (articles) 

Day 7 (1/6) 
Investment and government expenditure (Chapters 26-27);  
industrialization and industrial policy (articles) 

Day 8 (1/7) large conglomerates; foreign investment; automobile industry (articles) 

Day 9 (1/8) poverty of the elderly; R&D policy; North Korean economy (articles) 

Day 10 (1/9) exam 

Makeup 
Classes 1 (mm/dd)  

Makeup 
Classes 2 (mm/dd)  
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IV. Special Accommodations 
 

* According to the University regulation section #57-3, students with disabilities can request for special accommodations 
related to attendance, lectures, assignments, or tests by contacting the course professor at the beginning of semester. 
Based on the nature of the students’ request, students can receive support for such accommodations from the course 
professor or from the Support Center for Students with Disabilities (SCSD). Please refer to the below examples of the 
types of support available in the lectures, assignments, and evaluations. 

 

Lecture Assignments Evaluation 

․ Visual impairment: braille, enlarged 
reading materials 
․ Hearing impairment: note-taking 
assistant 
․ Physical impairment : access to 
classroom, note-taking assistant 

Extra days for 
submission,  
alternative 
assignments 

․ Visual impairment: braille examination paper, 
examination with voice support, longer examination 
hours, note-taking assistant 
․ Hearing impairment: written examination  
instead of oral examination 
․ Physical impairment: longer examination  
hours, note-taking assistant 

 
- Actual support may vary depending on the course. 

 

* The contents of this syllabus are not final—they may be updated. 


